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been persuaded to take an interest in Indian questions by the friends
of this country in England, and had addressed a number of public
meetings. He had recently prepared a draft Bill for introduction into
Parliament for the reform of the Legislative Councils. It embodied
in legal form what was then believed to be the general view of the
Congress on the subject. Mr. Bradlaugh's object in visiting India was
to ascertain on the spot the mature views of the educated classes on
certain important points in connection with the Bill, which had
been translated into many Indian languages, and had received most
careful consideration all over the country.
It was a great gathering. The number of delegates was 1,889,
corresponding curiously with the year in which the session was held.
A vast structure had been erected on a site at Byculla belonging to
Sir Albert Sassoon and next to his mansion, the " Sans-Souci," to
accommodate the delegates and visitors, who numbered nearly
6,000. The burden of making the necessary arrangements fell mostly
upon the Chairman of the Reception Committee, and on the local
secretary, the indefatigable Dinshaw Wacha, whose untiring efforts
to promote the success of the Bombay session were afterwards
appreciated by the presentation of a piece of plate by the Reception
Committee.
It was a worthy occasion for the exercise of Pherozeshah's orat-
orical gifts, and he rose splendidly to it. Sarcasm, banter, ridicule
were among the weapons with which he usually confounded his
opponents, and he employed them with deadly effect in his speech
of welcome to the delegates of the Congress. It was a telling vindica-
tion of the essential loyalty and national character of the movement.
At the outset, the Chairman contended that, though the delegates
present might not be the chosen of the people by any scientific mode
of election, they virtually and substantially represented them, their
wants, wishes, sentiments and aspirations In all the various ways in
which representation manifests and works itself out in the early
stages of its progressive development. He went on to recount the
services which the Congress had directly and indirectly done to the
country. It had brought into clear and emphatic recognition the fact
of the growth of the national idea amongst the people. It had
done that which was a necessary prelude to all reform, a thorough